YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW 


As our Nation rushes preparations for its 200th birthday, we at Trinity Memorial are holding 
our 100th birthday party. All Saint’s Day, November 2, 1975, is our Anniversary Sunday. We look 
forward to the opportunity to give thanks to God for the time, the talents and the resources that have 
been given to the work of Trinity Memorial Church by dedicated and concerned Christians over our 


100 years. 


The memory of many of these people comes to mind as we look back over our Parish history. 
They found in Trinity Memorial a place to nurture their Christian consciousness and a fellowship 


to support them in their Christian witness. 


So we come to our 100th birthday. Our fellowship has become small, and there is growing 
concern that we may soon not be able to maintain a basic Parish program. The leadership of our 
Parish is working to face this reality head-on. Their efforts will result, hopefully, in a re-dedication 


to the work of the Episcopal Church here in West Center City. 


May our prayer at this time be a petition that the work of all our people in our first 100 years 
may form the foundation for yet another 100 years of work in the Lord's service in our community. 


With His and our openness to His future, we shall not have come this far in vain. 


Louis H. Temme 


Rector, Trinity Memorial Church 
20 September 1975 


It was in memory.of her daughter, Anna Gertrude Wilstach, (1853 — 1873) that Anna 
Harris Wilstach built Holy Trinity Memorial Chapel. Mrs. Wilstach was the widow of William 
P. Wilstach of the north-east corner of 18th and Walnut Streets. This photograph was given 


by Mrs. Jardin Guenther. 


I. EARLY DAYS / 1852 - 1875 


On February 29th, 1852, a small Mission Sunday School was opened by the Reverend John A. 
Vaughan D. D. who had resigned the previous year as Rector of the Episcopal Female Institute in Phila- 
delphia. The "Market Street Mission’’, as it was called, was at the corner of Market Street and Schuylkill 
Second Street (now 21st St.), and as noted in the Journal of that year, it held an afternoon service for 
the benefit of that section of the City which was ‘‘rapidly increasing its population, and was far removed 
from any Episcopal Church”. That first year, nine children were baptized and four couples were married. 


In 1853, the Mission had moved to larger quarters, a second floor room in a building on Market 
Street, east of the original corner. Here the Reverend Vaughan continued his good work, defraying his 
expenses by the use of voluntary gifts and donations from pupils and parents, and aided by the cooper- 
ative efforts of a number of ‘‘very efficient and pious females’’. 


On New Year's Day, 1854, Doctor Vaughan resigned and turned his pastoral duties over to Rev- 
erend Erastus DeWolf, who was listed as a ‘/Missionary'’ and not a Minister. At his first service, his 
attendance was ''12 Teachers, 3 other Adults, and 50 or 60 Students’’. On November 12th, 1854, Rrt. Rev. 
Bishop Alonzo Potter confirmed the "First Fruits’ of the Mission in the building. Quoting from the 
Diocesan Journal, "the Sunday School has enlarged, and assumed the form of a regular Church with 
Wardens and Vestry. It is now a Mission for the Destitute and those estranged from Christ's Fold. Its 
objects are to reclaim the Ungodly, and take the Fallen and the Friendless by the hand, and by God's 
grace, lead them to the Ark of Safety.” 


Mr. DeWolf preached in the Mission's “large and commodious Hall’’ and also in private homes, 
in City courts and alleys, and probably on street corners. Communion services were commenced about 
December, 1854, at which time there were 50 communicants (20 confirmed and 30 rejoined after being 
lapsed), 71 baptisms (3 adults and 68 children), 10 marriages, and 30 burials. The Sunday School roll 
was 330, with a regular attendance of 230. 40 teachers took care of it. There were 3 services on Sunday, 
lectures every Wednesday evening, confirmation classes Sunday evenings, and Temperance lectures 
regularly once a month 


By 1856, the Mission had doubled in size with the records showing 101 communicants, and a 
Sunday School of 300-400. The name was changed to St. Barnabas Mission, anda new building was badly 
needed - ''good, substantial and pJain’’ - to quote the Journal again. Funds were raised, and plans were 
begun and laid aside because two large and expensive churches had been planned for the immediate 
vicinity: St. James, at 22nd and Walnut Sts., and Holy Trinity, at 19th and Walnut Sts. It was planned to 
transfer the Sunday School and congregation to St. Clement's Church, possibly as a Parochial Mission. 


Oa the 26th of May, 1857, the following appeared on page 3 of the Philadelphia Daily Evening 
Bulletin: 


“‘The corner-stone for the Trinity Mission Chapel of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
was laid at the corner of 22nd and Locust Streets yesterday afternoon at 4 o’clock by Rrt. 
Rev. Bishop Alonzo Potter; and immediately following it, that of the Church of the Holy 
Trinity at the NW corner of Rittenhouse Square and Walnut Street. It having been stated by 
one of the morning papers that “the former was intended for the congregation of the latter 
until the Church should be finished’’, it is proper to state that the two works have no con- 


nection whatsoever with each other. 


The Church of the Holy Trinity is a new movement, not yet having any Congregation, 


Rector or Vestry, but being in the hands of an association of subscribers to the Church. The 


Chapel, on the other hand, is building to receive the Market Street Mission (now St. Barnabas 
Mission), a work commenced 5 years ago in Market Street near 21st Street, and now so full 
as to require special accomodations. The ceremonies of laying a corner-stone of such a work 
in the midst of a neglected population are particularly interesting, and in this instance were 
made unusually so by the eloquent addresses delivered by the Rev. Dr. Vaughan, the founder 
and constant patron of the Mission, and Rev. Kingston Goddard. Laying two corner-stones 
upon the same afternoon within a few squares of each other, and for the same denomination 
of Christians, does not often occur, and affords a striking indication of the progress of our 
City westward. It also affords a gratifying picture of the efforts making for the moral achieve- 
ment of the people in that section, rich and poor.”’ 


The original Mission Sunday School of 1852 had come a long way! It had been removed from Mar- 
ket Street and become established in the Parish of Trinity Chapel. After the corner-stone laying in late 
May, the Sunday School moved into the new building, and services commenced in October of the same 
year. The structure must have been undoubtedly '’plain’’ to have been built in so short a time from the 
ground up; hopefully, it was ‘’good and substantial’ as well. Reverend R. C. Matlack was elected Rector 
and accepted the call, From his notes: - - "This plain Church, in the midst of forty squares without a 
Church of any kind, and adapted for a congregation of five hundred and a Sunday School of like number 
will, under Divine Guidance, carry a rich blessing to the rapidly increasing population West of 20th and 
South of Market Streets. Lot is on ground rent; $11,000.00 for Church and attached Parsonage -- -- 4 of 
sum to be paid off yearly .. .”’ 


In 1858, ‘'this plain church'’ became Cranmer Chapel to differentiate it from the Trinity Church 
on Rittenhouse Square, and the Reverend R. Archibald Beatty took charge, to serve for the next five 
years. At this time, according to his first Report, the Parish income, made up of collections and sub- 
scriptions, was $5,966.00. A debt of $3,000.00 remained on the building. The Rector's salary was $700., 
plus the use of the Parsonage. 


In 1863, the Chapel and its property were purchased by the newly completed Holy Trinity Church, 
whose corner-stone had been laid on the same day in 1857 as that of the Chapel. The name was changed 
from Cranmer to Holy Trinity Chapel, and it became a so-called ‘’Mission"’ church for Holy Trinity from 
that time until 1947. This was in line with the practice of that day followed by many wealthy parishes 
of the City, to foster Mission Churches in the “less elegant'’ parts of town. Many of the churches we 
know today were built originally in this way, becoming independent parishes as they developed. It was 
the era of the so-called ‘‘institutional’’ church, designed to help and evangelize all who needed and 
requested aid. Holy Trinity Church was located only three squares away from its new Chapel at 22nd 
and Locust Streets, a fact that enabled the Chapel to absorb all those who could not, or would not, wor- 
ship in the new Church because of its policy of subscribed pews. The Chapel was, and always has been 
operated without pew restrictions as attested by the sign on the wall in our present vestibule. This warm 
and friendly atmosphere has been handed down from generation to generation to the present day. 


The affairs of the Chapel were directed by the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of Holy Trinity Church, 
and executed by a Chapel Committee consisting of the Vicar and 10 or 12 Committee members. Monthly 
meetings were held in the Chapel, attended by the Rector, the Vicar, the Accounting Warden and one 
member of the Church Vestry who served as Secretary, and two members of the Chapel Committee. Meet- 
ings were called for the same day of each month from January to June and from October to December of 
each year, and minutes were kept of every meeting which make interesting reading today. During July, 
August and September, a Summer Camp was maintained and operated for the benefit of families and mem- 
bers of the Chapel at the ‘Sea Shore’’ (Asbury Park) in New Jersey. The location of this popular facility 
was changed later to the farming country of the Hatboro-Doylestown area. 


The Rev. Herman I. Duhring was the first Vicar of the Chapel under the new management of Holy 
Trinity Church. In 1868, the Rev. Richard N. Thomas took over from Mr. Duhring, and was followed by 
the Rev. Wm. H. Neilson in 1871. This good man was Vicar until 1874, during which time the Chapel got 
along by means of an ‘‘allowance’’ from Holy Trinity and gifts from wealthy parishioners among whom 
are listed the names of John Bohlen, Lemuel Coffin and Mrs. Anna H. Wilstach. In 1873, the Chapel was 
in need of further expansion, and Mrs. Wilstach, recently widowed, whose 16 year old daughter had died 
in the Spring of that year, wrote her will wherein she directed her executors to purchase a lot of ground 
and cause to be built thereon a Protestant Episcopal Church ‘‘as elegant as the funds appropriated, with 
careful management, will allow’’. The Building so described was to be a memorial to Mrs. Wilstach’s 
daughter Anna Gertrude Wilstach, and Mrs. Wilstach further directed that the bequest be carried out at 
once, before the will could be executed. She did not die until 1893, by which time she had added seven 
codicils to the original will. In the 5th codicil, she provided a Trust fund for ‘‘the care of the Chapel’’ 
with the provision that if the Chapel ever became independent of the Church, The Trust income was to go 
directly to the Chapel, and not through Holy Trinity. In the 7th and last codicil, Mrs. Wilstach increased 


the amount of the Trust substantially. 


According to our 75th Anniversary Memorial booklet, the ‘‘lot of ground’’ purchased was the SW 
corner of 22nd and Spruce Streets. The property, originally owned by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
was sold in 1871 at auction to a Philadelphia merchant, Charles Rusk, who became the first private 
owner. The deed, issued at that time describes the boundaries as — '’bounded on the North by Spruce 
Street, West with Schuylkill Water Street (now 23rd St.) South on ground laid out for the Free Society of 
Traders, and East with Schuylkill Front Street (now 22nd St.) —'’. The deed carries with it a requirement 
that” — one acorn, if demanded, shall be paid into the Commonwealth Treasury the first of September of 
every Year.—'’ As far as we know, this stipulation has never been revoked, or paid, either! The ground 
was left to various heirs of the original owner until 1847, when it passed out of the Risk family through 
purchase by Thomas S. Stewart, who sold it to Lemuel Coffin (of Holy Trinity Church) and Joseph B. 
Altemus. These gentlemen owned it until 1874, when a portion of it was sold by them to ‘‘the Rector, 
Church Wardens and Vestrymen of the Church of the Holy Trinity, Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia.’ 
The price recorded was $50,000.00. She named and appointed the following to be‘‘/Managers and Trustees 
of the new Memorial Church'’: Rrt. Rev. Bishop Stevens, the Rev. Thos. A. Jagger (soon to become Rrt. 
Rev. Bishop Jagger), the Rev. Richard Newton, Mr. Lemuel Coffin, Mr. Joseph Harrison and Mr. Caleb 
Cope, ‘‘all to serve until a separate organization shall be effected, and the Church shall be duly conse- 
crated’’. Mrs. Wilstach was happily present at the consecration ceremonies the following year. 


Philadelphia architect James P. Sims was retained to design the new structure. At the same time, 
he was commissioned to design another building, adjacent and West of the Church, to be used as a center 
of Sunday School and other Church activities. Funds for this structure were provided by the sister of 
John Bohlen, late (and first) Rector's Warden of Holy Trinity, and Mr. Lemuel Coffin, Bohlen’s long-time 
friend and co-worker. Construction of the two unconnected buildings proceeded during 1874, and 14 
months after their corner-stones has been laid, they were dedicated on All Saints’ Day, November Ist, 
1875. An account of the ceremony and description of the buildings follows, as written in thePhiladelphia 
INQUIRER of the following day: 


PHILADELPHIA INOUIRER, DECEMBER 2, 1875 
HOLY TRINITY: 


Consecration of the Memorial Buildings Yesterday — Dedicatory Services — Clergymen Pres- 


ent — Full Description of The Building. 


With appropriate and impressive ceremonies the Holy Trinity Memorial Buildings were 


dedicated yesterday morning, on which occasion a large congregation was present, besides 
the children of the Church Home. Right Rev. Wm. Bacon Stevens, D.D., presided. 


The “Instrument of Endowment’ was read by Samuel Coffin, Esq. and the ‘‘Letter of 


Consecration’’ was read by Rev. Robert A. Edwards. 


The sermon was preached by the Right Rev. Thomas A. Jaggar, D.D., Bishop of the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio. He took for his text Zachariah, 14th chapter, 20th verse, and made 


an eloquent powerful effort. 


The following clergy was present, viz: — Wm. Nelson McVicker, Rector of the church; 
Rev. Richard Newton, D.D.; Rev. R. Bethel Claxton, D.D., Rev. Charles D. Cooper, Rev. 
Sanuel E. Appleton, Rev. William H. Nellson, Rev. Charles E. Murray, Rev. G. Wolsey Hodge, 
Rev. John A. Childs, D.D., and Rev. Robert A. Edwards, minister of the chapel. 


THE FOLLOWING IS A DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW BUILDING: 


The Holy Trinity Memorial Buildings were begun about fourteen months ago, and con- 
sist of a school building and a chapel. The school building which has been occupied for a 
few weeks is two stories in height, built of Trenton stone, with dressings of Hummelstown 
stone. 


The lower floor has two entrance doors on Spruce street opening into a commodious 
vestibule with two stairways to the upper floor. Directly off the vestibule is the lecture room 
capable of seating 150 persons. Beyond this are two bible classrooms, connected by sliding 
doors, each 15 feet square and each with an exterior door. Behind these is an infant school 
room 20 by 36 feet capable of accomodating nearly 200 children. This room has two exterior 
doors. On the upper floor is the Sunday School room, 36 by 63 (8) feet, with an open roof. 
Communicating with and over the vestibule is the library, 10 (9) by 13% feet. The building 
is in its character thirteenth Century French Gothic, severe in its outlines, but relieved by 
two small gables over the stairways, and over the wall at the north end of the school by a 
bell cot, which rises to the height of 13 feet. The interior of the building is finished entirely 
in chestnut, and all the rooms, stairways, etc. are wainscoated. The windows throughout 
are filled with stained glass of simple character. Those at the north and south ends of the 
Sunday School are however, very handsome, and represent Christ blessing little children; 
emblems of the Evangelists, of baptism etc. At the south end of the Sunday School, over a 
raised platform, is a tablet made of butternut, bearing the following inscription: — ‘‘This 
building erected in memory of John Bohlen by Catherin M. Bohlen and Lemmuel Coffin: 
1874 — 75”. 


The Chapel is built of the same materials as the School building, and is also Early 
French in its character. Its outside dimensions are 10 feet on Twenty Second Street and 68 
feet on Spruce Street. It has five entrance doors — three on Spruce Street, one on Twenty 
Second Street, with a small wooden porch, and one in the passage between the Church and 
School which are here connected by a wooden porch carried on stone corbels and wooden 
braces. The auditorium is 56 feet by 73 feet, and with a small gallery over the main vestibule 
is capable of seating 710 people. South of the auditorium are the chancel, 18 by 36 feet, and 
the organ chamber, 14 by 17 feet, with two arches, one opening to the chapel and the other 


to the chancel. 


On the exterior a small octagonal turret rises to a height of 120 feet, and is orna- 
mented by an iron cross. The roof is of very novel construction, having a clerestory but no 
columns the upper part being carried by iron flying buttresses. By this arrangement the ad- 
vantages of a church with columns is obtained without any obstruction to the view of the 
congregation. It is thought that this is the only roof of this construction in the world. and so 


far has proved very successful, both internally and externally. The chancel is twenty three 
feet wide and forty feet high, with carved stone corbel shafts on both sides. The windows 
throughout are filled with stained glass, several being very handsome, especially the four- 
light north window, with scenes from the life of our Lord. 


The auditorium is decorated with stencil patterns and several scroll inscriptions. 


The Church is highly decorated, the responds to the arch having the east side a 
symbol of the Trinity with the inscription over —‘‘Three Persons in one God’’ — on the west, 
a ‘symbol of our Lord, with the inscription over, ‘‘Jesus Christ the Son of God”. The sides 
of the chancel are blocked off, broken twice in height with stencil pattern. At the top are 


” , 


the inscriptions: — “Te Deum Laudamus’’ and ''Gloria in Fxcelsis” in gold on a deep red 
ground. The south wall is wainscotted to height of 8 feet, over which is the inscription: — 
“The Whole Family in Heaven and Earth’’. Above is an arcade of torches, the corbels etc., 
of which are brought out with gold patterns, the arched beads are colored dark blue, with 
small stencil patterns in gold, and below are conventional curtains on a richly-diapered 


ground. 


Throughout the chancel the colors are mainly the primitive ones — red, blue and yel- 
low. The pedal pipes of the organ show in an arch on the east side of the chancel, and are 
decorated in a similar manner. 

The keyboard of the organ is brought out in front of the case, the action being revers- 


ed. The case of butternut, is of simple design, with richly decorated metal pipes. 


The communion service will be presented by Miss Colboun. The font, presented by 


Mr. L. Coffin, stands at the head of the aisle on the west, and is of polished marble. 


Above the font is a tablet made of polished white marble with “Rose Crystal Marble’’ 
shafts. Upon the tablet is the following: — ‘‘This Chapel, erected by Anna H. Wilstach, in 
memory of her daughter Anna Gertrude Wilstach, who entered into rest May 10, 1873”. 


The school building completely furnished, cost $27,500. The Chapel, with its decor- 
ations, organ, stained glass, and fittings complete, cost $57,500. The ground was contributed 
by the congregation of the Church of the Holy Trinity, and cost $50,000; total, $135,000. 


The seats will all be free, and the current expenses will be met by the voluntary 
contributions of the parish. The Chapel will be under the governance of the Church of the 
Holy Trinity. Rev. William Nellson McVickar is the Rector of the parish, and the Rev. R.A. 
Edwards is minister in charge of the Chapel. 


Prayer for the Church militant, and the pronouncing of the Benediction concluded the 
morning services. Last evening the exercises were held, and addresses were made by the 
present and former ministers of the Church. Wednesday evening, Rev. Mr. Currie, of St. Luke’s 
will officiate, and on Friday evening the Rev. Arthur Brooks, of New York. Next Sunday, 
the sermon will be preached by Rev. Dr. Newton, of the Church of the Epiphany. 


II. MIDDLE YEARS / 1875 - 1923 


The new Chapel, under the direction of its first Vicar, the Rev. Robert A. Edwards and its Com- 
mittee, began its active life. Minutes of its Committee meetings during these years are not available to 
chronicle the ups and downs familiar to every church and parish, but seeds of devoted service and fel- 
lowship were sown and took root in the Chapel's area which are evident to this day. From 1875, when 
its doors were opened, the Chapel grew and prospered. In 1895, the properties 2216 and 2218 Spruce 
Street were purchased by Holy Trinity Church to be used as a Guild House and Vicarage for the Chapel. 
In 1913, these two houses were remodelled to form a new and enlarged Guild House, and an additions] 
property, 2220 Spruce Street, was purchased as the Vicarage. This arrangement was to serve the needs 
of Trinity Memorial Chapel more or less adequately for the next 35 years until our next major overhaul 


in 1947-8. 


The Rev. R. Marshall Harrison became Vicar in 1901, succeeding the Rev. Robert A. Mayo. Due 
to some disagreement with the Vestry of Holy Trinity, he was asked to resign seven years after taking 
office. An interesting exchange of letters between him and the Vestry indicates that he hung on and 
delayed his resignation for one year, aided by considerable support from his congregation. About this 
time, 1904, the Chapel was first lighted by electricity, and in 1907 a new organ was installed. At the 
same time, the seven angels we see today were painted in the arches above the altar, the gift of Mrs. 
Colin Deans. 


The Rev. H. C. Stone followed Mr. Harrison as Vicar in 1910. During Mr. Stone's incumbency, 
which was an energetic one, he formed the semi-political group known as the ‘Stone Men’’, among whom 
were undoubtedly some members of his own Parish. At one time, the Stone Men could claim a membership 
of some 6,000, and held dinners and meetings in the Town Hall, which had the largest banquet rooms in 
Philadelphia. The Stone Men movement apparently had three objectives: (1), the welfare of the Nation, 
(2), the welfare of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and (3), the Welfare of the Rev. H.C. Stone. A lapel 
button worn by all card-carrying members, shows on its face the American Flag, the Bible and the initials 
H.C.S.! Mr. Stone attempted to establish the Chapel and the Parish as an independent Church, having 
read Mrs. Wilstach’s will and codicils. At a confrontation in the Civil Courts, Dr. Thompkins, Rector of 
Holy Trinity Church, refused to grant Mr. Stone's request for independence, in which stand he was backed 
up by the Vestry of Holy Trinity. 


During Mr. Stone's “Administration”, the following items of interest were noted in the Committee 
Minutes: 
1913 — Guild House and Vicarage remodelled as noted above. 
1914 — New lights and carpets installed in Chapel. 
1915 — Trees ordered planted on 22nd and Spruce Streets. 
1916 — A Women’s Committee was formed to ‘‘clean buildings periodically”. 
— Adolph Ehmann engaged as Sexton @ $65.00 per month. 
— A Boy Scout troop formed by boys of the Chapel. 


The Rev. J. Ogle Warfield succeeded Mr. Stone in 1916, to serve during the ‘‘War’’ years until 
1923. The Chapel was 41 years old, and doing very well with a real following and able leaders. Phila- 
delphia was expanding to the North, West and South, stopped only on the East by another State, New 
Jersey, across the Delaware River. The twenty-five years from 1875 to 1900 saw many changes in street 
names and buildings in the Parish area. As noted earlier, this was the time in the life of this (and many 
another) city when the presence of a church with an active minister and vestry filled a very great need 
in every new and growing community. A church, with its parish house and rectory, formed the center of 
religious, charitable and social life in the new areas of this growing city. The Yellow Pages of today’s 
telephone directory list eight pages of churches of all denominations, many of them built before 1900, 
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One of these, the so-called ‘’French’’ church, L'Eglise du Saint Sauveur, was founded in 1867 
and held services in a hall at 18th and Chestnut Streets. The Rev. Charles F.B. Meil D.D. was its foun- 
der and first Rector, and received generous financial backing from many prominent Philadelphians. In 
1872, the Parish was admitted to Convention. In 1874, a small chapel was built at 21st and Chestnut 
Streets, this being used for worship until 1888, when a larger building was constructed at the south-east 
corner of DeLancey and 22nd Sts. During its active years, the French Church served the French inhabit- 
ants of this area, as well as many others of different nationalities who enjoyed services spoken in 
French. 


Dr. Meil died in 1902, and was succeeded by Rev. Florian V. Vurpillot who served until 1913 
and the beginning of World War I. Rev. T. D. Malan became the next Rector and carried on until 1923, 
when he was forced to close the Church and put it up for sale due to Parish financial reverses probably 
brought on by the late war. The property was sold and the building demolished in 1926, before which 
unhappy day Trinity Memorial Chapel had offered the use of its Sunday School building to what was left 
of the small French congregation. This offer was gratefully accepted, and the recently-installed Vicar 
of the Chapel, Rev. B. Janney Rudderow, was elected to be their Rector. Services of the French Church 
began in 1927 at Trinity Memorial Chapel under the assistant Rector, the Rev. Victor Behard, a former 
Jesuit priest from Quebec. The Rev. Marcel Brun STD followed M. Behard about 1930 and served the 
small church until the outbreak of World War II, when he left to join the Free French in England and 


Africa. He later became Chaplain to Charles DeGaulle, returhing to Philadelphia and the French Church 
after that interesting tour of duty. On March 31st. 1953, the small church held its final service in our 
building. Janney Rudderow, for his sympathetic help to the French congregation during their years with 
us, was made an Officer of the French Academy, and was awarded “Les Palmes d' Academique’’. 


III. GOLDEN YEARS/ 1923 - 1948 1948 - 1962 


B. JANNEY RUDDERROW / Vicar, 1923 - 1948 Rector, 1948 - 1962 


BORN — 18 June 1890 in Philadelphia, Pa., the son of Dr. Benjamin Janney Rudderow 
and Mary Wright Rudderow. 
EDUCATION — Friends Central School 1909 — University of Pennsylvania A.B. 1913 — Virginia 

Theological Seminary 1916. 

ORDAINED — Deacon, 1916 and Priest, 1917 by Bishop Rhinelander of Pennsylvania. 
MARRIED — Mary Jonney Hooff, of Alexandria, Virginia, in 1917. A daughter, Elizabeth Tyson, 

was born in 1919. 

Mr. Rudderow became Vicar of St. Ann’s Chapel, Willow Grove, Pa. in 1917, serv- 
ing there and at the Church of Our Savior, Glenside until 1919. In 1919, he became Rector of Zion 
Church, Fairfax, Virginia, leaving there in 1923 to accept the call to Trinity Memorial Chapel in 
Phila. When the Chapel became Trinity Memorial Church in 1948, Janney Rudderow became its 
first Rector. He is now Rector Emeritus having reached the age of mandatory retirement in 1962. 

Although a great portion of Mr. Rudderow’s attention was given to his parish and congre- 
gation, he found time for many other related and additional activities. For many years, he was a 
member of the Board of Examining Chaplains, a member of the Executive Committee of the Deanery 
of South Phila., and an active Board member of the Center City Residents’ Association in its 
early days. Nationally known for his work with young people, Mr. Rudderow was head of the Young 
Peoples Fellowship of the Diocese of Pennsylvania and a member of its Executive Committee. 
His work with the French Church, L’Eglise du St. Sauveur, from 1926 to 1953, is described else- 
where in this booklet. He is presently living at 940 Williams Boulevard, Springfield, Illinois 62704 
with his son-in-law and daughter, the Reverend and Mrs. Hobart H. Hiestand. 


From 1923, when he took over as Vicar of Trinity Memorial Chapel, until 1941, when the United 
States entered World War II, Janney Rudderow (or ‘‘Parson’’, as he came to be affectionately known) 
watched the number of his congregation more than double in size. Minutes of the Chapel Committee meet- 
ings begin to mention names which will be seen more and more frequently as the history of the Chapel 
progresses, and which will be always associated with it. To mention a few in alphabetical order (for 
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they are all important), they are: Angus, Barnaby, Barlow, Barton, Donaghy, Edmunds, Ehmann, Favorite, 
French, Gaul, James, Kernaghan, Lenton, Lucas, McIlwaine, Roussell, Spencer, Wilson, Woodburn and 
many others who worked long and hard with the Parson to make the Chapel the active, friendly, neighbor- 
ly center it became during those years. It had weathered Crash of 1929, the Great Depression of the 30's, 
and was ready for World War II when it began for us at Pearl Harbour in 1941. Parish activities, centered 
in the Sunday School Building and the busy Guild House included (exclusive of the Sunday School of 
some 130 pupils and teachers): monthly meetings of the Womens Auxiliary, the Junior Choir, Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, Girls Friendly, Ladies Auxiliary, Mens Club, Young Peoples Fellowship and the Church 
School Service League. The Sunday School Building was used for community dances, motion pictures, 
rifle practice in the Basement, the Chapel Forum of Speakers, seasonal parties (Thanksgiving, Christ- 
mas etc.), the annual Rummage Sale and the Christmas Bazaar. We had a basketball team, and one for 
badminton. This building served as a real community building in the days before home radios and TV's. 


With the return to post-war activity, in 1946, it was found that the Chapel’'s collection of elderly 
buildings (nos. 2216, 2218 and 2220 Spruce Street) were not only inadequate to meet the demands of the 
times, but they were costly to maintain and service. Our sexton, Adolph Ehmann, who came to the Chapel 
in 1916 at a salary of $65.00 per month with living quarters in the Guild House basement, was having 
difficulty, even with an assistant, in keeping the buildings cleaned, repaired and heated. Added to this, 
the increased cost of energy (coal, oil and electricity) and a reduction in the Chapel’s income made it 
imperative that some economies be found to enable the Chapel to continue to function effectively in the 
years ahead. Plans were drawn to convert the Sunday School Building into a Community center, taking 
the place of the old Guild House. The Guild House (2216 & 2218 Spruce St.) and the Vicarage (2220 
Spruce St.) were put up for sale, and a house for Mr. Ehmann was bought at 2510 Pine Street. A new 
Vicarage was found and purchased at 2112 DeLancey Place, the property of Charles Hoof, Esq., a nephew 
of Mrs. Rudderow, who sold the property to the Chapel at a most reasonable price. The proceeds of the 
sale of the Spruce Street properties were more than adequate to pay for the purchase of the new dwell- 
ings, the alterations to the Sunday School building, and the re-decoration of all of these buildings. The 
Vicarage on DeLancey Place was the last to be completed in September of 1948. 


Waile all of these changes were taking place in the physical make-up of the Chapel, other forces 
were at work which were to have a profound effect on the life of the Parish. Encouraged by Dr. Frank 
Salmon, Rector of Holy Trinity who took the matter before his own vestry, Janney Rudderow began the 
first of many necessary and complex steps to transform Trinity Memorial Chapel into Trinity Memorial 
Church, complete with buildings and by-laws, Rector and Vestry and supported by the Wilstach estate 
under the terms of Anna Wilstach’s will. After considerable debate on the part of the Trinity Vestry, the 
dissolution of the Church and Chapel was approved by that body in 1947. A Charter, based on the recent- 
ly adopted model for Charter and By-laws for parishes in the Diocese, was written by the Parson and 
Mr. Wm B. McIlwaine III, ably assisted by the Chapel’s attorney, Mr. F. Gilman Spencer. Mr. Spencer 
next obtained approval by the Civil Court of the Chapel’s application to be classed as a non-profit organ- 
ization, all of which was approved also by counsel for Holy Trinity. An appeal was next made to the 
Diocese to accept The newly-formed Trinity Memorial Church as an independent Parish, and this was 
granted at the Diocesan Convention in Philadelphia on May 2nd, 1948. The original Parish Committee 
acted as the Vestry of the new Church until Vestry elections could be held at the first Annual Meeting 
in January, 1949. In another year (1950) the buildings would be 75 years old, and our Rector would have 
completed 25 years as Vicar of the Chapel. The Rrt. Rev. Bishop Hart spoke at the first Annual Meeting 
held on All Saint’s Day, November 1, 1949, to mark the consecration of the Chapel and Sunday School 
buildings. 


When B. Janney Rudderow came to the Chapel in 1923, he was given an assistant, Rev. John 
Webber, for several months. When Mr. Webber left in early 1924, Janney employed Mrs. R. F. Peyton as 
Parish Worker, believing that his parishoners would be better served by a Parish Worker than by a clergy- 
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man. He had seen this arrangement work successfully at Holy Trinity, where a Parish Worker had been 
employed for some time. Mrs. Peyton was a niece of our French Ambassador, Herrick, who took Charles 
Lindbergh under his wing in Paris after the first Atlantic flight. In 1927, Mrs. Peyton was followed by 
Mrs. Anne Sharon, (later Mrs. Wm Morrow) who held the position until 1929. At this time, Miss Ann Gled- 


hill, fresh out of Goucher College, ran a very tight ship! 


The new Trinity Memorial Church started the 1950s in fine shape, comparatively speaking, with 
925 baptished members on the rolls, 637 communicants, and 116 in the Sunday Schoel. Our buildings had 
been recently renovated and more or less tailored to suit the activities they sheltered. Our finances had 
been sorted out and organized, with the Lenore French memorial fund begun through the generosity of 
Mr. Graham French to provide retirement benefits for the Rector and his wife. The ‘work’! of the Church, 
developed so thoroughly and so well be Parson and his Parish Workers and aided by an active Vestry, 
was carried on in ever-increasing volume for the next eleven years until his mandatory retirement in 
1961. These eleven years (1950-1961) might be called the Golden Years of Trinity Memorial Church, 
when the goals set for himself as a young Vicar of a new Chapel were magnificently attained by him as 
the beloved Rector of a well-loved Church. In a short talk given in 1925 on the occasion of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Chapel to which he had just been called as Vicar, Janney said: 


“It takes no prophetic gift to see that this Chapel, as every other Church, must face 
in the future tasks greater than those so far known. No matter what the conditions under which 
it exists, its watchword must be Service. It must be service in the highest sense, and upon 


the best and surest foundations.” 


Service was indeed the watchword of the Chapel and Church during the Parson's ministry. A small 
booklet compiled and printed by the Young People’s Fellowship without charge to the congregation, in 
1939, contains the following foreword written by the Parson: 


“While it is quite impossible to adequately describe all about the Chapel, yet this 
booklet is sent you in the hope that you will get a general idea of what is going on. May I 
indicate herewith my deep appreciation for what you are doing, the great need for future 


development and my firm faith that you will see it through.” 


Listed thereafter are 12 activities organized by the Vicar and Parish Worker and activated by 
members of the congregation and the Committee (later, the Vestry). The first on the list is typical. '’So- 
cial Work'’ it is called, under which heading is stated the fact that during the past year (1938) the Chapel 
gave away 18 Thanksgiving baskets, 38 Christmas baskets, 47 Christmas stockings and presents, 14 
tons of coal, and “with assistance’’ an additional 22 tons! A most interesting ‘Handout!’, illustrating 
what many willing minds and hands can offer and provide in the name of Service. This dedication to 
service has always been the guiding force in the life of this Parish, just as the Parson, 50 years ago, 
hoped that it would be. 


Anyone fortunate enough to be able to attend Parson's services came away better for the experi- 
ence. As a matter of fact, a few moments in his company for any reason improved one’s outlook on life 
as well as one’s behavior in it. A letter from an unknown admirer found in Ann Gledhill’s (later Mrs. A. 
G. H. Lucas’s) scrapbook of Parson's letters expresses the feelings of most of his Parishioners: 


“This letter is written to express a most favorable impression I received while 


attending the Service of Holy Communion at ‘your Church’ on April 5th. 


1] 


What proved monumental to me was the way in which your Parish has resisted the 
impact of the Catholic movement on the Anglican Communion. I have never seen the Holy 
Communion celebrated at a table by a priest wearing a tippet, reading the Epistle on the 
Gosple side, facing the congregation while reciting the Creed. The utter simplicity of the 
service combined with the noble dignity of the Rector and the large number of young people 


present makes ‘your Church’ one of the outstanding Parishes in the Diocese. 


Although I personally prefer the English tradition, it is gratifying to know that a 
Parish still exists where the services are conducted as they were when this country was 
in its infancy. It would be a great pity for your Parish to adopt the current adjuncts to wor- 
ship—Processional Cross, altar frontal, candles, the eastward position. 


To be aware of your distinction and to be dedicated to its preservation should be 


one of the primary aims of your congregation. 


Very truly yours, 


Janney Rudderow retired June lst, 1962, after writing the following letter to his Parishioners: 


Dear Parishioner: 
This is the last letter which I shall write you as Rector of this Parish. 


For my wife and me the years that we have been here have been happy and full 
years. Our relationship to all of you, we feel, has been one of deep friendship. God grant 
that the future will alter none of this. 


The reception on May 17th was outstanding. It could not have been more beautifully 
done in any possible way. Nor could the silver bowl, presented at that time, have been 
fittingly chosen or gratefully received. For the generous check which was given us, I can 


find no words quite expressing our appreciation. 
Thank you very much. 


I am confident that with the new Rector, Rev. Charles F. Penniman Jr., you will go 
on to a greater living. As together we have learned somewhat of the meaning of life, so may 
you with him follow The Christ, in whom is ‘life indeed’. While I shall not be your Rector 


after June first, I shall be Rector Emeritus, and my wife and I your fellow-members. 
God keep you. 
Affectionately, 


May 24, 1962 B. Janney Rudderow 


At the reception of May 17th which he mentions, the line of friends and well-wishers consisting 
of not only members of the Parish but also of all shades of members of the community he had befriended 
and served so well extended from the entrance of the Parish Building down Spruce Street and well a- 
round the corner on 22nd Street. An extraordinary expression of affection and admiration for an extra- 
ordinary man. 
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IV. TRANSITION / 1962 - 1972 


CHARLES F. PENNIMAN, JR. / Rector, 1962 - 1972 


BORN — 9 June 1928 in Meridian, Mississippi, the son of the Rev. Charles F. Penniman 
and Lucile Nelson Penniman. 
EDUCATION — Friends School, Wilmington, Delaware. Amherst College, A.B. 1950 — Virginia 
Theological Seminary M. Div. 1957. 
ORDAINED — Deacon, 1957. Priest, 1958, by Bishop Mosley, Delaware. 
MARRIED — Annette Geiger 1960. A son, Nathaniel, was born in 1966. 
Mr. Penniman, after graduation from College, was associated with General Motors 
Corporation in its Industrial Relations department. He was inducted into military service in 1950, 
attended O.C.S. and was commissioned 2nd lieutenant, Ordnance Corps. at Ft. Riley, Kansas. Ser- 
ved as Adjutant, 67th Ordnance Batalion, in Korea 1952-53. Made 1st lieutenant, was awarded 
Commendation ribbon with metal Pendant, and was discharged in July, 1953. Received“ manage- 
ment training with the Virginia Electric Power Co. until 1954, when he entered the Seminary. While 
a Seminarian, he received overseas missionary training in Haiti. 

After Ordination, Mr. Penniman served as Curate of Grace Church, Jamaica, N.Y., leaving 
there to become Vicar of St. Michael's and All Saints Chapel at West Endicott, N.Y. He became the 
second Rector of Trinity Memorial Church in June, 1962. At present, he is Assistant Director, Edu- 
cation Operations, The Franklin Institute of Philadelphia. Other activities include: 

Bishop’s Associate, The Diocese of Pa. - Chaplain, the Society of the Companions of the 
Holy Cross. - Chairman of the Board, Help, Inc. - Chairman of the Board, Voyage House, Inc. - 
Member of the Board, Evangelical Education Society. 


« 


When it was certain that the imminent retirement of Mr. Rudderow was going to take place, the 
Vestry, with his help, took reluctant steps to find and call his successor. After securing the necessary 
approval of the Diocese and Rrt. Rev. Bishop Hart, a letter was written on May 19th, 1962 to the Rev. 
Charles F. Penniman Jr., Vicar of the Church of St. Michael's and all Angels in West Endicott, New York, 
requesting an interview (provided he was receptive to the idea) to discuss our Church work with us with 
a view to becoming the next Rector of Trinity Memorial Church. After a pleasant visit in May by 3 mem- 
bers of our Vestry to St. Michael's, as well as to the Pennimans’ home in West Endicott, Mr. Penniman 
accepted the call and arranged to assume his duties with us in June of 1962, before moving his family 
to Philadelphia from Endicott. He '’camped out'’ in the Rectory that summer while it was being cleaned 
and painted for its new tenants. 


The 1960s, in retrospect, were not the years to take on the assignment which Charles Penniman 
had assumed when he accepted our call. They were years of trouble, during which conditions became 
worse before they got better. Inflation, with us since the War, was beginning to be felt more acutely 
everywhere; the Drug Problem, particularly in the teen-age generation, was getting worse rapidly; the 
disruptive effects of Vietnam were becoming more and more apparent in the overall scene; crime on and 
off our City streets caused business and social activities to be scheduled more and more during daylight 
hours. The Networks — radio and TV — were no help in improving matters. The Movies began to be '’X’’ 
rated, and many news-stand paper-backs and ‘’magazines’’ should have begun, in those years, to carry 
a similar rating. Our new Rector, had he known it, had a hard row to hoe with an elderly Parish living 
as it always had in the past, but in changing surroundings. 


Gone — or on the way out — were the small neighborhood shops and stores together with the 
owners and their families who lived above or adjacent to them. The small homes of the neighborhood, 
sheltering one family apiece, with a collection of children or elderly grand-parents were being remodelled 
in many cases into ‘‘duplex'’, or more, apartments, depending on the size of the dwelling. The families 
of the Parish were being perhaps doubled in number but reduced in size and family requirements. Many 
of the older families had moved away, creating a vacuum which had to be filled. The newcomers were 
largely Jewish, and those who were not, were not Episcopalians. Although our 1962 "Vital Statistics’’ 
show our total number of communicants as 692, the total number of pledges turned in for that year was 
only 152, leaving a considerable gap in the totals of registered and active parishioners. This trend, 
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although somewhat arrested in the years 1963 to 1970, has been continuous until the present time. The 
Church, with its new Rector, was facing the necessity of an extensive overhaul. 


To accomplish this, study was necessary. Our new Rector survived the usual and difficult First 
Hundred Days which go with every new assignment. He had no sooner conducted his first Vestry meeting 
than he was faced with the necessity of finding a new Sexton. Following this, he had to replace our 
Parish Worker-cum-laude, Ann Lucas, who resigned in February of ‘63 and left a large void to fill. He 
conducted Parish business as usual with the Vestry and Church organizations he had inherited from his 
predecessor, at the same time seeking to get a congregation, new to him, to raise its sights to see the 
problems surrounding it while retaining its unity with the past. '‘Studies’’ of various kinds with question- 
naires were obtained or instituted by the Vestry in an attempt to determine what the mission of Trinity 
Memorial Church was in the decade 1962-1972, and, having discovered this, what means should be em- 
ployed to accomplish it. (Rather a tall order for an old Church which thought it had found the answer to 
that one years ago!) Soul-searching, which can be carried on by one individual with another, is next to 
impossible to accomplish with a Parish full of individuals. The first Study to appear was presented (with 
graphs) by the Greater Philadelphia Council of Churches at our 15th Annual Parish Dinner in January of 
‘63. This study gave the statistics of our community, with area, population, ethnic and racial make-up 
etc. It then went on to analyze church growth and decline in the area of the Parish, as well as declared 
church membership and finances. An early ‘‘computer’’ approach. 


The Rrt. Rev. Bishop DeWitt was elected in 1964, and his influence was felt almost immediately 
throughout the Diocese as he opened up often controversial avenues of service to parishes for their con- 
sideration. In 1965, wheels began to turn which would lower the voting age of parish members from 21 to 
18 years in an effort to attract the “young” into the Church. (Our By-Laws were changed in 1970 to 
effect this change.) The way had been cleared for the City Episcopal parishes to be able to meet and 
share interests, aims and facilities together. A report, compiled in 1964 after several questionnaires on 
‘self-study’ had been circulated and answered, came up with recommendations for a Parish Life Con- 
ference to answer the needs of Trinity Memorial so that ‘with its Laity assuming an active share in the 
Ministry, it may become a renewed church’’. The report went on to suggest ways in which this might be 
accomplished, with the accent properly on Youth. The present Deanery organization was predicted by 
the following: ` 


“Possibly there are opportunities to join forces for training purposes, strategy, and 
a sharing of ministries and buildings. It is essential for Trinity Memorial to become deeply 
involved in ecumenical relationships.” 


Not long after this, John Gane, of our Vestry, became Chairman of a Parish Committee to explore these 
possibilities. 


A study was authorized by our Vestry. In 1970, Gary Byrne, a Seminarian, was engaged to under- 
take a study and report covering the question ‘‘Why Young People leave the Parish’’, using his own tech- 
niques to obtain this information. Another project proposed by the Rev. James Littrell, a recent graduate 
from the Philadelphia Divinity School, was entitled ‘’Voyage’’. This project was to consist of two parts, 
both concerned with the problem of ‘’Ministering to the Young and Disaffected People of Center City, 
Philadelphia’’. The initial cost was to be $10,000.00, shared by eight city churches including Trinity 
Memorial. We underwrote part I, due in 1971, for $500.00. 


The results of the Byrne youth study were negligable. On the other hand, ''Voyage’’ has devel- 
oped into an important youth-serving social agency in the City, operating three group foster homes, a 


school, and a counselling and referral center. 
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During the next few years, the number of requests increased for the use of the Parish House by 
a variety of organizations unrelated to Trinity Memorial Church. This was possibly the result of the 
Rector's plea at the 15th Annual Meeting for increased use of our property by others as a public service 
which might also serve to improve our public image. A modest fee was usually asked to cover the costs 
of heat, light and maintenance, but occasionally the use of our rooms was considered a gift from the 
Parish. This arrangement met with Vestry approval, especially if the applicant could or would enter into 
our parish life in some manner. 


In former years, the Parish House was seldom used regularly by orgunizations outside the Parish. 
Now, things were different, and the number of Church and/or Parish groups using our generous space 
was reduced to the Chancel Guild, The Episcopal Church Women and, occasionally, the Sewing Group. 
‘‘Outside’’ groups were more numerous, and included the Center City Residents Association, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Voyage House, Help, Inc., Boy and Girl Scouts, The Evangelical Education Society, Dioc- 
esan Task Force meetings, Trinity Playgroup (begun as a cooperative Day Care Center for small chil- 
dren), and, at election time, the voting machinery and activity of the Second Division of the Eighth Ward. 


At the Vestry meeting of November 4, 1970, a resolution was adopted which required approval by 
the Rector and Wardens when a request was received to rent or use Church property. This came about 
because meetings began to be held in the Parish House without proper approval, and a key to the Spruce 
Street door was being carried by too many people without a record being made of the identity of the car- 
riers. It was learned that some keys were used by members of an organization called "Help Inc.’’ formed 
with private financing to help people with drug and other problems find solutions for them. For about a 
year, the ‘Help Inc.'’ staff had been using the Parish House for its periodic meetings; the main office 
and clinic of '‘Help Inc.'’ was at 2310 Locust Street. 


From this association had grown a relationship which — without prior notification to the Vestry 
— had progressed to the point of architectural feasibility surveys and drawings, with specifications and 
a proposed agreement of operation which would transform the Church basement into a Community Center, 
with study, eating and relaxation facilities available to anyone who wished to use them. A ‘Feeding 
Place'’ it was called, where a person could be fed in mind and spirit as well as body. It was described 
in general terms on the service program and notes of Sunday, November 14, 1971.’ Approved in principle!’ 
by the Vestry, the scheme, complete with drawings, was submitted to the congregation for approval or 
disapproval by secret ballot on December 12, 1971. Our total congregation (82 at the time) voted, and 
the result was FOR APPROVAL — 38. AGAINST APPROVAL — 44. The proposal to remodel the Church 


basement was defeated by 6 votes! 


An indirect result of this ballot was the resignation of Charlie Penniman as our Rector for the 
past ten years, in accordance with his letter dated January 5, 1972 which follows: 


TRINITY MEMORIAL CHURCH 
Twenty-Second and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


5 January 1972 
To The Churchwardens and Members of the Vestry, Greeting: 
After deep consideration, I am firmly persuaded that the time has come for the Vestry, 
Wardens, and People of Trinity Memorial to examine the life of the Parish, to consider their- 


expectations of the Church, and prayerfully to seek to determine the mission of this congre- 


gation. I am, as a necessary step in this process, tendering my resignation as Rector. 


This June I would have been your Rector for ten years. In those years we have covered 

a great deal of ground together. I think it fair to say that for all of us these have been both 
wonderful and difficult years. A good deal of growth has taken place. But we have now come 
to the point beyond which I can no longer serve as Rector, for should I remain longer the 
question for the Parish would inevitably be one of for or against Penniman’s policies and 
points of view, is he destructive or constructive, etc. All of that is obviously irrelevant to 

the heart of the matter. . . namely, ‘‘What is the Will of the Lord for this people and this 
place”. As I leave I hope that I have helped provide some basis in the Faith upon which the 
essential questions of the Will of the Lord and the motions of his Spirit can be approached. 


The matter which must be determined are simply: 1) What are our specific aims as a 
Parish, and 2) Can we find a leader with whom we can unite in working toward those aims. 
Consultation is ready and available on these matters. I have discussed all of this at some 
length with Bishop DeWitt and he has offered his assistance. I am sure also that Bishop 
Ogilby (who is scheduled to visit the Parish on 26 March) will want to be helpful. 


I think I should add that my decision is related to but was by no means entirely deter- 
minied by the 44 to 38 vote not to work with HELP, Inc. in the establishment of a feeding 
place in the basement areas of our buildings. At the moment I am considering employment 
possibilities and will be looking for a place to live. I would hope to have these searches 
completed by mid-March and ask that my resignation be made effective 15 March 1972. It 
should be understood that I will need to spend some time between now and March 15th look- 
ing for a job and a house, but I do intend to maintain all essential parish services during 
this interval, 


Sincerely yours, 


Charles F. Penniman, Jr., Rector 


A most regrettable occurrence, and one which our Church and Parish can ill afford! in the ten 
years that he had been with us, we had come to know and admire his many fine qualities, his interest, 
his ability and his enthusiasm. Working with him, we had come to know him as he had come to know us 
and our many peculiarities. We saw him go with real regret. 


1972/THE REVEREND ROBERT H. PEOPLES 


When Charles Penniman resigned as Rector by his letter of January 5, 1972, he kindly offered to 
leave on March 15th so as to help us get through Easter as well as to give us some time to find his re- 
placement, either on a permanent or temporary basis. 


We were fortunate to be able to obtain the services of the Rev. Robert H. Peoples, Director and 
Chaplain of the Seamans’ Church institute of Philadelphia, who came to us in April, after Charlie had 
left, and stood by us all Summer and Fall until we had finally selected Fr. Louis H. Temme as our new 
Rector. Bob Peoples’ last service with us was on November 12th, 1972, and we saw him go with sincere 
regret. 


Calm, cheerful and capable, he saw us through a difficult period, and gave us his time freely to 
make our unhurried selection of a new Rector. He also made a most gracious present to us of a beautiful 


set of stoles, coloured for the Church Season, upon his departure. 


Truly, a friend to be remembered, and we wish him well. 


16 


V. TODAY AND TOMORROW/ 1972- 


LOUIS H. TEMME / Rector, 1972— 


BORN — 16 March 1944, in Philadelphia, Pa., the oldest son of Louis Charles Temme and 
Rose Venezial Temme. 

EDUCATION — Central High School 1959 — Drexel University B. S. 1962 — Philadelphia Divinity 
School M. Div. 1970. 

ORDAINED -— Deacon, June 1970, Priest, December 1970 by Bishop DeWitt, Pennsylvania. 

MARRIED — Kathryn Marie Rosse of Philadelphia, on April 5th, 1975. 


Mr. Temme assumed the position of Associate Rector of Christ Church, Oyster 
Bay, N.Y. in June of 1970. While there, his work included extensive study of community organiza- 
tion and programs for the community's young people as well as those for the Church School system. 
He studied pastoral counseling at St. John’s University, and received his M.A. in June 1972. 


He accepted the call to Trinity Memorial in November, 1972. In addition to his Parish 
work, Mr. Temme has served as associate Chaplain to the Children’s Hospital, Treasurer of the 
Episcopal Clergy Association, and as a member of the Bishop's Committee on Women’s Ordination. 


With the unlooked-for resignation of Charles Penniman in 1972, it became necessary. to call a 
new rector, and a Calling Committee was formed to interview various candidates selected from a list 
provided by Mrs. Hood, of the Church House, and another by friends of the congregation. After three 
months of meetings and deliberations, the choice finally fell to the Rev. Louis H. Temme, a young, 
native Philadelphian and graduate of the Philadelphia Divinity School, who was serving as assistant 
Rector at Christ Church, Oyster Bay, L.I. Father Temme, as he wished to be called, held his first service 
in Trinity Memorial on November 19, 1973. 


As this is written, on the eve of our 100th Anniversary, Louis Temme will be beginning his fourth 
year as our Rector. During the first three of them which he has shared with us, he has approached the 
parish problems which he inherited, with courage and imagination, in addition to injecting new life and 
interest into our services. He has continued, with his predecessor, Charlie Penniman, to attempt to eval- 
uate our goals as a living Church. To this end, he arranged and led a Vestry Conference in 1973 and 
two Special Parish Meetings in the following year. He was married to the lovely Kathryn Marie Rossé 
in the Rectory on April Sth, 1975, in a beautiful, meaningful ceremony arranged by both bride and groom. 
Their wedding trip was to the Canary Islands. 


Active in our parish affairs, and interested and active in matters beyond our Parish such as the 
Children’s Hospital, Pride, Inc., the Towne Court Nursing Home, and several Diocesan Boards and Com- 
mittees. Fr. Temme looks forward with all of us to the continued useful life and success of Trinity 
Memorial, with ‘‘Service’’ as its motto as always. Though it is difficult, in these trying times, to predict 
our future during the next few years, it is not inappropriate, as we face our 101st Anniversary, to re- 
quote, with sincere hope, the well-used passage from the sermon on All Saints Day, 1875, by Rrt. Rev. 
Bishop Jaggar as he consecrated our two buildings in the presence of Rrt. Rev. Bishop Stevens and the 
Vestry of Holy Trinity Church: 


“The Lord would have you praise him by the bells upon the horses as well as the 
bells of the temple. The Church is not true to itself if it does not go into the street and 
shed its genial rays abroad. If it fails, the salt has lost its savor. God grant that such in- 


fluences may go from this church into all our daily life”. 


I7 


MEMORIALS 


Over the years, as in every Church, memorials were left to Trinity Memorial Chapel/Church to 
commemorate the memory of a loved or well-known member of the congregation. Such memorials were 
both tangible and otherwise, consisting of books, silver, linens etc., and funds to buy things in memory 
of someone. The most impressive of all the memorials connected with Trinity Memorial Church are, of 
course, the buildings themselves and the property on which they were built, the present Church in memory 
of Anna Gertrude Wilstach py her mother, and the present Parish House in memory of John Bohlen by his 
sister and a long-time friend, Lemuel Coffin. Following is a list of the memorials of Trinity Memorial 


Church: 


ITEM IN MEMORY OF 
Kenore-Erench: Room) PartsiHouse iss es ates ase gene adm ws Lenore French (Mrs. Graham French) 
Lectern; and Paintings (Angel's) above Chancel ss. se ue eet te taa ee ius Isabella Deans (1907) 
PNA NOSIS A soya hats a a 215, 19 ay SBN iO AOA a Re Ses My 5s due es Cage BY Tes see aede E E ee Se E Adeline Fisher 
Altara se Shee ner a Nitra, Gt Suche of eo a a eee SP See ReMRET a entre Cohis er i RE a Anna Slack 
AltamBooksResths <ehie ghee Pee eas Paces es cP SSG S eo ow Se ew Thomas W. and Anna J. Bennett 
CommMuUALOM SSTVICE BOOK v e Recta ere aa sas GSS ee ee oa d kai Henrietta, Josephine J. and Lewis Frank Aff 
Chancel Prayer Book and HVmNal) ines ses ac ac aoa cs hk be Bawa ba Oe ou aa deen ee swxw s Hattie Lee 
PLU PIS coy EE E at Raat E T E EE EET EEEE dh ye dh Sor anid vB eee: ti E E imaNee- acide a enbse Hattie Lee 
Altar Prayer Book and Hymnal, Alms Basin & Communion Linens................ Caroline Worrell Austin 
Pall (by Frances Talbot), given by Harriet Enders Martin ............. 0.00 ee eee. Harriet W. Enders 
Four (4) Stoles (one each Church Season) ............. 00000 eee eee The Reverend Robert H. Peoples 
COMMUMOMICKUCK: Jute S a lta ae a as an eens @ ERE Mk n Ee SRO WS SO OH OER bare E Briton Martin Jr. 
Aar BooK iRESt (NCW) ee a hears mes hs Ws RSs woe Oe ee de te 8 WR ee ee Bie we wee oe Dorothy DiLardi 
IG W: Altar Vases caa ot re cod os ag ely ists ioiceh Gis Bais sient. EA E aE ee E AA E a B. Janney Rudderow 
Fair Linen for Altar given by Ann Lucas........... 0.000000 ee eeeue Mary Rudderow (Mrs. B. Janney) 
Fearing Aldsrin ChurchiPOWS: pretesi vem bed aS dad oeewer RSE RE BP AOR EROS He George Kleingunther 
Painting, sStlOGel SIGHS’ «x outs eo eee aes e dene Geers s CEO e RSs ce ge ebm Pm Addon Margaret Maull 
Orgam BUNGA (T966) nasarar es eu bn) Sew OP oes a Od woe ato e Od wna wn Congregation subscription 
Chapel Lighting Fixtures (1940) Given by Susan Moore ................000. (Mrs.) Margaret Dougherty 
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TRINITY MEMORIAL CHURCH - 1975 


THE VICARS/1888 - 1948 


The Rev 
The Rev 
The Rev 
The Rev 
The Rev 
The Rev 
The Rev 


. Robert A. Edwards DD 


. George F. Bugbee 

. Robert A. Mayo 

. R. Marshall Harrison 
. H. C. Stone 

. J. Ogle Warfield 

. B. Janney Rudderow 


1874 — 1878 
1879 — 1890 
1890 — 1901 
1901 — 1909 
1910 — 1916 
1916 — 1923 
1923 — 1948 


Mr. Rudderow’s pastorate was the longest (25 years), and has had the most lasting and beneficial 
influence on the Parish committed to his care. In 1948, when the Chapel became Trinity Memorial Church, 
Janney Rudderow became our Rector. He filled this post, as no one will again, until his retirement in 


1962. 
THE RECTORS/1948 - 
The Rev 
The Rev 
The Rev 


RECTOR EMERITUS 


THE SEXTONS 


The Rev. 


1975 


. B. Janney Rudderow 


. Charles F. Penniman Jr. 


. Louis H. Temme 


B. Janney Rudderow 


Mr. Willie Mack 


1948 — 1962 
1962 — 1972 
1972 — 
1962 — 
1963 — 


Mr. Mack came to us over fourteen years ago, when we sorely needed his cheerful, capable, un- 
selfish help. He has been, and hopefully will always continue to be, one of the mainstays of our Congre- 


gation, regarded with real affection by young and old alike. 


THE ORGANIZATIONS 


Episcopal Churchwomen 


Sewing Group 
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THE SERVICES 


Holy Eucharist Every Sunday 
Holy Eucharist First Sunday 
Morning Prayer Every Sunday except first 
Sunday School Every Sunday 


ORIGINAL PARISH COMMITTEE 1948 


Richard Angus 
James Barlow 

Robert Browse 

Fred E. Donaghy 

A. G. H. Lucas 

Wm. B. Mcllwaine, III 


Briton Martin 


Albert E. Roussell, Jr. 


F. Gilman Spencer 
Albert P. Trudel 
Edgar A. Wilson 
Stanley H. Woodburn 


8:00 A.M. 
11:00 A.M. 
11:00 A.M. 
11:00 A.M. 
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